     SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT AUTHORITY
Tuesday, March 19, 2024
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Springfield Airport Authority was called to order by Chair Vala at 5:01 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in the Conference Room at Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport’s main terminal building.

PRESENT:        Frank J. Vala, Chair

Elizabeth Delheimer, Commissioner (via telephone)

Teresa Haley, Commissioner 



Dianne Hardwick, Vice Chair
Mike Houston, Commissioner (via telephone)



Susan Shea, Commissioner

Mark Kinnaman, Treasurer 
R. Beverly Peters, Secretary 




Don Craven, Attorney




Mark Hanna, Executive Director




Ken Boyle, Deputy Executive Director

ABSENT:
None

VISITORS:
Randy Vogel, Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.



Julie Shipp, WSP


Chair Vala presented the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 16, 2024, and to dispose all Regular Meeting Recordings more than six months old. The minutes were accepted as presented.
Treasurer Kinnaman reported unrestricted funds projected year-end balance of $7,897,690 and actual year-to-date balance of $7,771,570, restricted funds projected year-end balance of $10,753,888 and actual year-to-date balance of $10,223,749. 

Commissioner Delheimer gave the Budget and Finance report.

Commissioner Delheimer reported on the FAA-Air Traffic Control Tower Lease.  Commissioner Delheimer made a motion to approve the twenty-year lease agreement between the Springfield Airport Authority and the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration, and authorize the Board Chair to sign, seconded by Commissioner Shea and carried with a roll call vote of 6 ayes/0 nays.
Chair Vala gave the construction report.

Chair Vala reported on the agreement between the Springfield Airport Authority and Laborers’ International #477.  Commissioner Haley made a motion to authorize the Board Chair to execute an agreement with Laborers’ International Union #477 for the period July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2029, seconded by Commissioner Hardwick and carried with a roll call vote of 6 ayes/0 nays.

Chair Vala reported on the North Airport Road project.  Commissioner Shea made a motion to approve the base bid by UCM/Illinois Valley Paving in the amount of $3,888,761.62 the expenditure of local matching funds, authorize the Executive Director to sign any project agreements and documents, and authorize any necessary periodic payments related to this project, seconded by Commissioner Haley and carried with a roll call vote of 6 ayes/0 nays.

Chair Vala reported on the metal roofs and gutters at two poles barns currently leased to tenants. Commissioner Hardwick made a motion to approve the low bid by R.L. Vollintine in the amount of $74,600 and authorize the Executive Director to sign any project agreements/documents and authorize periodic payments to the contractor during construction, seconded by Commissioner Shea and carried with a roll call vote of 6 ayes/0 nays.

Vice Chair Hardwick reported a 16.89% decrease in year-to-date passenger activity as compared to last year.

Vice Chair Hardwick reported that fuel sales for the month of February were 102,957 gallons with revenue of $12,902. Airline Jet A sales were down about 7,000 gallons compared to last month. However, retail gallons saw a 21,000 gallon increase from the previous month. Avgas sales saw a 1,500 gallon increase.
Vice Chair Hardwick reported on the aviation fuel supply contract.  Vice Chair Hardwick made a motion to direct and authorize the Executive Director to execute a fuel purchase agreement between the Springfield Airport Authority and Epic Fuels in the form substantially presented herewith, seconded by Commissioner Haley and carried with a roll call vote of 6 ayes/0 nays.
Attorney Craven reported that the Open Meetings Act Policy is ready for annual review. Commissioner Shea made a motion to approve the revised Open Meetings Act Policy and authorize the Board Chair to sign, seconded by Commissioner Haley and carried with a roll call vote of 6 ayes/0 nays.
Attorney Craven reported that the Employee Policy Handbook is ready for annual review. Commissioner Haley made a motion to approve the revised Employee Policy Handbook and authorize the Board Chair to sign, seconded by Commissioner Shea and carried with a roll call vote of 6 ayes/0 nays.

Executive Director Hanna reported that efforts are underway to complete the preliminary tasks necessary to clear and grade approximately 32 acres of land inside the fenced perimeter in the southwest corner of the airfield and on a parcel directly south of the FAA air traffic control tower.  This work has been identified as a safety priority by the airport, FAA and the USDA to eliminate habitats that attract wildlife that pose safety threats to aircraft.  The effort will include, but not necessarily limited to the preparation of a Condensed Environmental Assessment, wetland mitigation plans, a Biological Assessment, and an evaluation of the impacts to endangered bats.   Once completed, the identified wetlands may be mitigated off-site, and the brush and wooded areas can be cleared and graded to reduce wildlife hazards that threaten civil aviation.  He also reported on Breeze Airways’ passenger activity, reported that three flights were scheduled for the Land of Lincoln Honor Flight this year, discussed the status of various FAA funding programs, and reported the airport was successful in attaining a congressionally directed spending request to expand the terminal’s air carrier ramp to the north.   He concluded by announcing the airport had been nationally recognized for the solar farm project and was awarded “Project of the Year” in Airport Business Magazine, a nationally known airport industry trade publication.    

The Regular Meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m.
________________________________



_______________________________

Frank J. Vala, Chair





R. Beverly Peters, Secretary 
